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not having enough money set aside for re-
tirement; 

Whereas the 2013 Retirement Confidence 
Survey conducted by the Employee Benefit 
Research Institute found that only 13 per-
cent of workers were ‘‘very confident’’ about 
having enough money for a comfortable re-
tirement, which is a sharp decline in worker 
confidence from the 27 percent of workers 
who were ‘‘very confident’’ in 2007, while ap-
proximately 54 percent of workers say they 
or their spouses have not calculated the 
amount of money they need to save for re-
tirement; 

Whereas according to a 2014 ‘‘Flow of 
Funds’’ report by the Board of Governors of 
the Federal Reserve System, outstanding 
household debt in the United States was 
$13,100,000,000,000 at the end of the fourth 
quarter of 2013; 

Whereas according to the 2014 Survey of 
the States: Economic and Personal Finance 
Education in Our Nation’s Schools, a bien-
nial report by the Council for Economic Edu-
cation— 

(1) only 24 States require students to take 
an economics course as a high school gradua-
tion requirement; 

(2) only 22 States require testing student 
knowledge of economics; and 

(3) only 17 States require students to take 
a personal finance course either independ-
ently or as part of an economics course as a 
high school graduation requirement; 

Whereas according to the Gallup-Operation 
HOPE Financial Literacy Index, only 52.3 
percent of students in the United States 
have money in a bank or credit union ac-
count; 

Whereas expanding access to the safe, 
mainstream financial system will provide in-
dividuals with less expensive and more se-
cure options for managing finances and 
building wealth; 

Whereas quality personal financial edu-
cation is essential to ensure that individuals 
are prepared to manage money, credit, and 
debt, and to become responsible workers, 
heads of household, investors, entrepreneurs, 
business leaders, and citizens; 

Whereas increased financial literacy em-
powers individuals to make wise financial 
decisions and reduces the confusion caused 
by an increasingly complex economy; 

Whereas a greater understanding of, and 
familiarity with, financial markets and in-
stitutions will lead to increased economic 
activity and growth; 

Whereas in 2003, Congress determined that 
coordinating Federal financial literacy ef-
forts and formulating a national strategy is 
important; and 

Whereas in light of that determination, 
Congress passed the Financial Literacy and 
Education Improvement Act (20 U.S.C. 9701 
et seq.), establishing the Financial Literacy 
and Education Commission: Now, therefore, 
be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates April 2014 as ‘‘Financial Lit-

eracy Month’’ to raise public awareness 
about— 

(A) the importance of personal financial 
education in the United States; and 

(B) the serious consequences that may re-
sult from a lack of understanding about per-
sonal finances; and 

(2) calls on the Federal Government, 
States, localities, schools, nonprofit organi-
zations, businesses, and the people of the 
United States to observe Financial Literacy 
Month with appropriate programs and activi-
ties. 

SENATE RESOLUTION 424—SUP-
PORTING THE MISSION AND 
GOALS OF 2014 NATIONAL CRIME 
VICTIMS’ RIGHTS WEEK, WHICH 
INCLUDE INCREASING PUBLIC 
AWARENESS OF THE RIGHTS, 
NEEDS, AND CONCERNS OF, AND 
SERVICES AVAILABLE TO AS-
SIST, VICTIMS AND SURVIVORS 
OF CRIME IN THE UNITED 
STATES 
Mr. WICKER (for himself, Mr. LEAHY, 

Mr. GRASSLEY, and Mr. SCHUMER) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which 
was referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary: 

S. RES. 424 

Whereas in 2011, there were approximately 
6,000,000 victims and survivors of violent 
crime and more than 17,000,000 victims and 
survivors of property crime in the United 
States; 

Whereas according to the National Crime 
Victimization Survey, nonfatal violent 
crime in the United States increased by 17 
percent and property crime in the United 
States increased by 11 percent between 2010 
and 2011; 

Whereas according to the Uniform Crime 
Reporting Program of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation, ‘‘law enforcement agencies 
throughout the nation reported an increase 
of 1.9 percent in the number of violent 
crimes brought to their attention for the 
first 6 months of 2012 when compared with 
figures reported for the same time in 2011’’; 

Whereas a just society acknowledges the 
impact of crime on individuals, families, 
schools, and communities by protecting the 
rights of crime victims and survivors and en-
suring that resources and services are avail-
able to help rebuild the lives of such victims 
and survivors; 

Whereas despite impressive accomplish-
ments between 1974 and 2014 in increasing 
the rights of, and services available to, crime 
victims and survivors, and the families of 
such victims and survivors, many challenges 
remain to ensure that all crime victims and 
survivors, and the families of such victims 
and survivors, are— 

(1) treated with dignity, fairness, and re-
spect; 

(2) offered support and services regardless 
of whether such victims and survivors report 
crimes committed against them; and 

(3) recognized as key participants within 
the criminal, juvenile, Federal, tribal, and 
civil justice systems in the United States 
when such victims and survivors report 
crimes; 

Whereas crime victims and survivors in the 
United States, and the families of such vic-
tims and survivors, need and deserve support 
and assistance to help cope with the often 
devastating consequences of crime; 

Whereas 2014 marks the 30th anniversary of 
the enactment of the Victims of Crime Act 
of 1984 (42 U.S.C. 10601 et seq.) (referred to in 
this preamble as ‘‘VOCA’’), which is the hall-
mark of the commitment of the Federal Gov-
ernment to supporting rights and services 
for victims and survivors of all types of 
crime; 

Whereas VOCA established the Crime Vic-
tims Fund, which is paid for by criminal 
fines and penalties, rather than by taxpayer 
dollars; 

Whereas the Crime Victims Fund has col-
lected more than $20,400,000,000 from crimi-
nals to be used exclusively to help victims 
and survivors of crime; 

Whereas during each year between 1984 and 
2014, communities across the United States 
have joined Congress and the Department of 

Justice in commemorating National Crime 
Victims’ Rights Week to celebrate a shared 
vision of a comprehensive and collaborative 
response that identifies and addresses the 
many needs of crime victims and survivors, 
and the families of such victims and sur-
vivors; 

Whereas Congress and the President agree 
on the need for a renewed commitment to 
serving all victims and survivors of crime in 
the 21st century; 

Whereas the theme of 2014 National Crime 
Victims’ Rights Week, celebrated during the 
week of April 6 through April 12, 2014, is ‘‘30 
Years: Restoring the Balance of Justice’’ and 
highlights the many challenges that con-
front crime-victim assistance, justice, and 
public safety; and 

Whereas the people of the United States 
recognize and appreciate the continued im-
portance of— 

(1) promoting the rights of, and services 
for, crime victims and survivors; and 

(2) honoring crime victims and survivors 
and individuals who provide services for such 
victims and survivors: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) supports the mission and goals of 2014 

National Crime Victims’ Rights Week, which 
include increasing individual and public 
awareness of— 

(A) the impact of crime on victims and sur-
vivors, and the families of such victims and 
survivors; 

(B) the challenges to achieving justice for 
victims and survivors of crime, and the fami-
lies of such victims and survivors; and 

(C) the many solutions to meet such chal-
lenges; 

(2) recognizes that crime victims and sur-
vivors, and the families of such victims and 
survivors, should be treated with dignity, 
fairness, and respect; and 

(3) recognizes the 30th anniversary of the 
enactment of the Victims of Crime Act of 
1984 (42 U.S.C. 10601 et seq.). 

f 

NOTICE OF HEARING 
COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL 

RESOURCES 
Ms. LANDRIEU. Mr. President, I 

would like to announce for the infor-
mation of the Senate and the public 
that a hearing has been scheduled be-
fore the Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources. The hearing will be 
held on Thursday, May 1, 2014, at 2:30 
p.m., in room SD–366 of the Dirksen 
Senate Office Building. 

The purpose of this hearing is, Short 
on Gas: A look into the propane short-
ages this winter. 

Because of the limited time available 
for the hearing, witnesses may testify 
by invitation only. However, those 
wishing to submit written testimony 
for the hearing record may do so by 
sending it to the Committee on Energy 
and Natural Resources, United States 
Senate, Washington, D.C. 20510–6150, or 
by email to John_Assini@energy 
.senate.gov. 

For further information, please con-
tact, Abigail Campbell at (202) 224–4905, 
or John Assini (202) 224–9313. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 
Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent 

that the Senate proceed to executive 
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